
MPA Academic Advising
Preparing for Your Academic Success



MPA Degree Structure

Core Courses (25 credits):
Provide technical skills and methods for public 
administration
Theory & Application

Electives (15 credits): 
Allow for focus in a sub-field or a broad grounding 
across  



Selecting Courses

• Fall: 
• PAI 721 - Stats 

• PAI 723 - Econ

• PAI 712 – PO&M – OR –
PAI 748 N/P Mgmt – OR –
PAI 762 Int’l Mgmt

• Plus elective/POS course

• Spring: 
• PAI 722 - Quant

• PAI 712 – PO&M – OR –
PAI 762 Int’l Mgmt

• Plus elective/POS courses 
(1 section of PAI 712 – 1 section of 
PAI 762)

(1 section of Econ)

(no Stats offered!)

• ADVICE: PLAN FOR THE YEAR – not just next semester…



Quantitative Preparation

ALEKS – Maxwell Summer Math Refresher
Starts with a diagnostic test that takes 20-30 minutes

Test determines what topics, if any, you need to review

ALEKS sets up a personalized mini-course on those topics

Work through the course at your convenience over 6 weeks

For each topic, it offers instructions, practice problems and support

Then, when ready, you’ll be re-assessed and the program 
determines your overall mastery in these core topics. 

You must complete the module by July 1. 

www.maxwell.syr.edu/paia/admissions/Mathematics_Proficiency_FAQs/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
~Designed by Maxwell faculty to cover core math concepts you’ll need for success in economics and statistics courses.~



Normal Credit Loads – 12 Months

Summer I
7 cr.

•Colloquium
•Public 

Budgeting
•Public 

Administration 
& Democracy

Fall
12-15 cr.

•Statistics
•Economics
•PO&M, N/P 

Mgmt, Int’l 
Mgmt

•+Elective? (15)

Spring
12-15 cr.

•Quantitative 
Analysis

•PO&M or Int’l 
Mgmt

•Elective
•Elective
•+Elective? (15)

Summer II
6 cr.

•MPA 
Workshop

•Leadership & 
Public Policy



Normal Credit Loads – 18 Months

Summer I
7 cr.

•MPA 
Colloquium

•Public Budgeting
•Public 
Administration 
& Democracy

Fall
12 cr.

•Statistics
•Economics
•PO&M, N/P 
Mgmt, Int’l 
Mgmt

•Elective

Spring
12 cr.

•Quantitative 
Analysis

•Elective
•Elective
•Elective (poss in 
winter)

Summer II
0 cr.

•Internship

Fall II

•MPA Workshop
•Leadership & 
Public Policy

•Elective



MPA/MAIR Normal Credit Loads

Summer I
6 cr.

• Public 
Budgeting

• Public 
Administration 
& Democracy

Fall I
12 cr.

• Colloquium
• Statistics
• Economics
• Int’l Actors & 

Issues
• Elective

Spring I
12 cr.

• Quantitative 
Analysis

• Int’l 
Management

• Elective/Career 
Track x2

Summer II
3 cr.

• Internship 
(Career Track)

Fall II
9 cr.

• Elective/ 
Career Track 
x3

Spring
9 cr.

Signature 
Course
Research 
Design
Elective/ 
Career Track

Summer III
6 cr.

• MPA 
Workshop

• Executive 
Leadership



Registration Deadlines

Fall 2023 Deadlines:
Registration for New Students:  Tuesday, August 1st

Add deadline:  Tuesday, September 5th

Academic Drop, Financial Drop, and Grading Option
Deadline: Tuesday, September 19th



MySlice
1) Activate your NetID, test your account, know how 

to use it 
2) Identify courses to take (5-digit class #) and 

place in shopping cart prior to 8/3
3) Registration begins at 10:00 a.m.
4) Holds: Look for and rectify HOLD’s on your 

account well in advance of registration 
5) Enrollment Caps: Students are not allowed to 

register for more than 15 credits per term, 
6) Process for Increasing Enrollment Caps: for waiver 

exams.



MySlice



MySlice



Full-Time Status
• Department makes no distinction

• University Definition:  ≥9 credits (F/S)

• Petitioning for Full-time status: 

• Degree in Progress GRD 998

• Certification of full-time status 

• Loan Deferral 

• Visa Guidelines 



Thanks!

For more information, contact:

Josh Kennedy
Director, Student Services

Dept. of Public Administration & International Affairs
jjkenn01@syr.edu

www.maxwell.syr.edu/paia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Visit our website

Visit campus – call or e-mail to schedule visit
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